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UFO'S SEEN OVER PHILADELPHIA, DETECTED ON TWO SEPARATE RADARSCOPES 

Covor-Up of Reports 

Ono of the three or four best sightings of reoent months ooourred early 
on tho morning of July 31* 1963, over Philadelphia. Sightings wore made by 
dozens of Philadelphia residents, in addition to observers in tho Tower of the 
Philadelphia International Airport, and radar oontaots were made by both the 
International and MoGuiro Air Foroe Base, New Jersey. Yot, owing to tho sup¬ 
pression of pertinent faots, this most important inoident has reoeived little 
publioity, and what littlo there was tended to promote tho impression that the 
sighting was oaused by Aroturus or scmo other heavenly body. It is only due 
to first-hand interviews by NJAAP investigators with key porsons in the sighting 
who must remain anonymous that the faots presented hore wero disoovered. 

The first reports were made around midnight (apparently) on July 30-31, 
when numerous Philadelphians observed a strange reddish UFO hanging at 450 
in the westom sly. Unfortunately, the oxaot times of observations and details 
of reports are not dear, owing to tho oonfusion of the various souroes. Our 
investigation was begun too late to oloar up these obsourities, and it does not 
soem thot at this lato dato they oan bo oloared up. However, wo present the 
information availablo to us, which shows tho. outlines of tho sighting fairly 
olearly. 

Tho Philadelphia Inquirer (7/31/63), roportod that M a flashing red and 
whito objoot with a rod tail hung over West Philadelphia mystifying midnight 
sly watohors early Wednosday. Tho objeot flashod brilliantly and was soon frem 
the western suburbs and various parts of tho oity. To oenfcor oity viewors it 
soomed about 45 degrees abovo the horizon. The tower at International Airport 
and tho Weather Bureau were unablo to idontlfy it." The Inquiror wont on the 
nowsstands on tho morning, of July 31j that ovoning tho Philadelphia B ullotln 
appoarod with a negativo and oontradiotory story, undor a normally faootious 
hoadlino ("Twinklo, TwJnklo, How Thoy Wondorl") Tho UFO was vaguoly dosoribod 
as "flashing objoots in tho sly," and "towermon and woathormon" woro quoted 
as identifying it as a star. "Thoro's hardly any question about it," ran tho 
quotation. "What the oallers saw was a star." 

This answor sooned porfootly satisfactory, and, as nobody botherod to ask 
oxactly whioh star was the oulprit, this point romainod unolear until August 
10, when it was lifted out of obsourity by Dr. I.M. Lovitt, Direotor of Fols 
Planetarium and part-time UFO dobunkor. Aroturus was tho answor, said ho (In¬ 
q uirer , 8/ll/63), adding that this brilliant star "dips bolow tho northwostorn 
horizon by midnight to 1 A»M. during August." It does not seem to have ooourrod 
to tho Inquirer writers to wondor hew a star whioh set betwoen midnight and 

(800 "Philadelphia Sighting," p. 3) 



EDITORIAL 


On tho whole, we foel that oditorials in UFO magazines are rathor tedious 
affootations that UFOlogy oan woll do without, and so wo shall try to avoid 
them as muoh as possiblo in the future -- but it somehow docs'not seem fitting 
to put out tho first issuo of a bulletin undor ono*s own auspioes without saying 
a few words on the oooasion. So porhaps this might be an opportuno tino to 
mate a few genoral observations and statoncnts of prinoiple. 

It is unfortunate that a ]argo numbor of UFO rosoarohors those days havo 
to an alarming oxtont lost sight of tho truo goals toward whioh thoy are striving. 
UFOlogy is in itsolf a highly oontrovorsial field, end to add superfluous and 
ofton nonsensioal oontrovorsy to it sorvos only to obsouro a subjoot whioh is, 
hoavon knows, mystifying onough without any suoh outsido holp. Yot this is 
what many UFO studonts aro doing — and, in many oasos, dovotitg tho bulk of 
thoir timo and offort to doing. Many UFO publications with torrifio potontial 
havo dogoneratod into — or always woro — moro gossip shoots, with UFO 
sightings and ooncroto ovidonoo oomprossod and tuokod into tho "Short Shots" 
oolumn to aooommodato juioy bits of soandal. Wo blush to say that tho chiof 
offondors aro ofton teon-agors -- tho pooplo upon whom tho futuro of UFO 
rosoaroh rosts. 

Why is this so? Woll, for ono thing, most pooplo aro naturally attraoted 
to gossip. As oontrovorsios involving porsonalitios provido somo of tho most 
lusoious gossip that ono oan find, it is natural that roadors should bo attraoted 
to suoh oontrovorsios and that oditors of UFO journals, oithor booauso of por- 
sonal inclination or dosiro to ploaso thoir roadorship, should inoludo a groat 
doal of matorial of this naturo. Wo ropoat, this is a porfootly natural dosiro, 
and hardly something to bo ashamod of, but it must bo strongly supprossod whon 
dealing with UFO’s. After all, tho tabloids may mate thrilling roading, but 
it is on tho pagos of tho Now York Tinos that history is mado. 

In this bullotin, wo rofuso to tnko part in tho potty and ohildish fouds 
indulgod in by so many UFO splintor groups — thoir sonsoloss attaoks upon 
NICAP and oaoh othor. Wo shall dovoto no spaoo to motaphysios, roligion, or 
politios; thoso who have followod tho doolino and fall of Norbort Oarioty’s 
S.P.A.C.E. know woll how fat-al thoso oan bo to a UFOzino. 

On tho positivo sido, wo will attonpt to prosont to you tho host first¬ 
hand roports availablo to us, as throughly invostigatod as possiblo. And, moro 
important, wo shall givo you intorprotations of tho UFO evonts in faotual 
artiolos — tho ono on tho British orators whioh appoars in this issue, for 
exaraplo. For it is only in this mannor that wo oan aohiove tho truo objeotivo 
of our rosoarch: to solvo tho UFO t^story. 

"Enough of words. Doods now," said Aosohylus’ Promothous. Indood, it is 
high timo wo stoppod this oditorial jabborir^ and proooodod to our moro im¬ 
portant natorial. Wo loavo you with ono final bit of instruction* 

Road -- and THINK. 


Tho. N.J.A.A.P. Bullotin , Vol. II No. 2, Novonbor 1963, Publishod by tho Now 
Uorsoy Association on Aorial Phononona (NJAAP), 186 Lakosido Drivo, Levittown, 
Pennsylvania, 19064. Dirootor* David Halporin. Duos* $2.00 for six bi-monthly 
issues of Tho N.J.A.A.P. Bullotin. Quotations pormittea if souros xs ac¬ 
knowledged. 
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Philadelphia Sighting (cont*d) 


ItOO A.M. oould appear to be at 45° in the west during the oarly morning hours. 

This obsour.ity was merely compounded, by a lottor from Dr, Lovitt (D/3/63), 
informing us that rt whon tho Inquiror oallod mo, it. was around ten o’cLpok and 
at that time Aroturus was 45° above the horizon." This atatomont-ran directly 
counter to all tho information that wo had previously gathorod on tho sighting. 
Mr. Glonn Stallard of tho Woathor Bureau at tho International Airport had told 
us over tho phono that all roports of tho objoot to fiis offioo had’oocurrod after 
midnight, although ho had not boon thoro to roooivo thomi &ftor our letter from 
Dr. Lovitt, wo roquostod written confirmation of this, and roooivod tho following 
"I was on duty at tho Woathor Buroau offioo from 4:00 p.m. to midnight on July 
30, 1963. To the best of ny knowlodgo no roports of unidont-if iod flying objoots 
woro roooivod that ovoning” (9/27/63). Thb ^plications of this aro clear onough 

Unfort unatoly, lottors to- tho offioo of the Inquiror .have brought, only 
vaguo and ambiguous answors, of'no holp whatever in oloaring up this point. 

This muoh, however, sooms oortaim If indoed tho UFO was observed at 10:00 
on Jtolyf 30, it stayed around for a good long timo. Wo aro Informed 'by a roli- 
ablo souroo that <UF0. report* wore coming in very frequently to the Airport 
after mi’dni'ght'’. Obviously, whatovor it was that Philadolphians woro seeing, it 
wqs not tho star Aroturus, ! 

The sighting roaohod its climax at about 2:00 A.M.,1 when man in tho radar 
shaCk at tho Into motional Airport nbtiood throo unoxplainod blips in tho north¬ 
west quadrant of thoir radarscopos. Those blips subsequently movod off into 
tho northoast quadrant; shortly afterward, obsorvors in the Tower saw throo 
mysterious whito lights in tho northoo stom sky. 

An investigation of tho strongo objoots was made by the pilots of a small 
private piano. As thoy wont up aftor tho UF0*s, thoy woro voptorod in by tho 
radainon at tho International Airport. Their first visual contact wns mado 
when thoy wore at about 2000 or"3000 foot. The radar shaok radiood: "Objoot 
12:00 your position." Suro onough, directly ahead of thorn, low on tho horizon, 
at an angle of about 30° to the airplane * s nose, was a whito light in tho norbh- 
oast. 

For the next hour or so, tho radawon oontinuod to gu-ido them, putting- 
thorn through, ah involved, Berios of twists, turns, and loops. However, despite 
this, thoy only nanagod to got a glimpse of oho othor UFOj a small light in 
tho norbh-north-oast, partly hidden in what looked liho a hazebank. 

Finally, thb radar shaok advisod them to. switoh thoir frequency over to , 
McGuird Air Foroo Base, Now Jersey, ov.or thirty miles from tho Airport (in 
an oast-north-oast diroot ion). Thoy did so, and MoGuiro, whioh'apparently 
had tho identical objocts on its soopos, continued to vootor thorn in on tho 
lights. 

In brief, tho pilots wo.ro unablo to get any olosor to the UFO's, nor wore 
thoy able to disoovor anything about thorn, Tho ohaso ended at around 3:30, 


fUnfortunatoly, our souroos for tho following information consist almost entire¬ 
ly of first-hand intorviows with persons whoso nemos cannot bo divulged hero. 
Howevor, confirmation of those statements nay bo found in tho WOR 8:00 Nows 
bhoadoast of the morning of July 31. This account, which is, to tho boat of 
our knowledge, tho only news coverage of this facet of tho sighting, is sub¬ 
stantially accurate♦ Tho souroo of W0R»8 information, is not known; it may 
pr.ovo to bo of. considerable importance, and Special Advisor Ivan Sanderson is 
investigating the matter. If-ho discovers anything-, it will bo reported in 
tho next issue of this Bulletin. 
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when the pilots observed a National Airlines pJane, approaohing from Washington, 
D.C., en route to New York, preparing to land at the International Airport. 

The airline pilot overheard their conversations, and asked then what it was 
all about.-, They told him. He replied that he was unable to look around at 
the tine* but* after taking off again for New York, would have a ohanoe to 
do so. He then, broke off oonaunioation*' and the private pilots, who were 
gettir^ disgusted.with their fruitless searoh, deoided to give up the hunt 
and land. , • . 1 ■- 

It. is not known at present whether the National Airlines pilot was ever 
able to look for the objects, and, if so, what he saw. Attenpts on our part 
to locate him have thus far been unsuccessful, and it is rather doubtful, if 
any more information on this will be forthcoming. 


’ * - • ' * ’• • * *• f • C 

If the radar sighting had been given straightforward treatnent by the 
official persons bpth'at the International Airport ahd McGuire Air Force Base, 
it is probable that it would be a considerably weightier piece of.evidence than 
it is nay?; in any case, there, would be no necessity for this objectionably 
melodramatic suppression of the names of our sources.. Unfortunately, thiB 
was not the case. , Some. Jbra of censorship was imposed, and the sightings were 
denied by both McGuire and the International Airpprt, (We nay note here that 
we have no doubt as.to. the reliability of our sources as opposed to the denials). 
Captain John W. Goodson, of ItoGuire APB, informed us in a'letter dated 8/27/63* 
"The statement attributed to the WOR News Bureau in your letter is not true. 

No li^vbsw ere picked-up by MoGuire radar units...." About a week later, 
similar denials were made over the phone to us by one of the persons who was 
in the radar shaok at. the time of the sighting. He remembered that there was 
some commotion over a light .which later turned out to be Aroturus; the radar 
was not involved, in any oase. 

Although we originally- postulated some form df official cover-up, pre¬ 
sumably sponsored by the Air Force; further reflection has made it seem more 
probable that the .suppression of faots was carried out at quite a low level. 

At eaay rate, it seems unlikely that the higher officials at MoGuiro and the 
Airport even heard about the. incident. Early in August, we spoke over the 
phone with Leo G.. Ifa-rshall,. Facility Chief of the Tower at the Airport. We 
are acquainted with Mr. Marshall, and believe him to bo thoroughly honest and 
sincere. He was very pleasant-and helpful over the phone, and evinced an interest 
in UFO's. To the best of his knowledge, he said, no reports had oome in that 
night, but added that, he would probably not be inforoed of phone oalls reporting 
unusual lights. He. did say that.an engineer named Janes Orlando had phoned to 
report a sighting, but he Couldn't remember just when.2 Wo believe that his 


2 The Orlando sighting,' we later discovered, occurred on< July 22, and-was unre¬ 
lated to the later incident. We summarise it here* At about 10t45 P.M., Mr. 


- Orlando was standing outside a parked car hear the Westinghouse plant.in 
Philadelphia when he observed a red ball with a green tail crossing the sky on 
a slant trajeotory from southwest to northeast. We identified this as fen un¬ 
usually brilliant fireball meteor, and, although Dr. Charles P. Olivier (Pres¬ 


ident of American Meteor Society, emeritus Professor of Astronomy at the Univer¬ 
sity of Pennsylvania, Special Advisor to NICAP) had ho reports on file whioh 
wpuld confirm ‘such an explanation, wer have no valid reason to doubt. Mr. 
Orlando, however, is to be deeply thanked for his kindness in cooperating wit-b¬ 
us and commended for the luoid nature of hife report. 0 ur special thanks to 


Michael R. Freedman, of Philadelphia, who interviewed the witness. 
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denial was sincere, and that he honestly had not been informed of the sighting. 
The sane probably goes for tho officials at McGuire. - 

In our opinion, the "censorship" was probably the result of a mutual agree¬ 
ment on the part of the radamen (both at McGuire and at the Airport) and tho 
toweraen. All were doubtless awaro of the scorn of the Air Force for UFO’s, 
and they (or at least those at McGuire) feared that they would bo looked upon 
with considerable disfavor by their superiors if they reported flying saucers 
on their radarscopes. The best thing, they decided, was to beep nun.3 

This, and not an Air Force cover-up, seens to be tho best explanation of 
tho denials we received. 


It should be noted here that a number of sightings occurred over Philadelphia 
on the night of August 4. We have been able-to disocver no information about 
then other than the scanty data given in tho Philadelphia Daily New of 8/5/63, 
and their value as evidence is practically nil, "One Daily Nows caller said 
her husband and some neighbors saw something moving slowly through the sky. It 
appeared to be red, white and blue and looked like the top of a maypole, she 
said. Another oaller reported a cross in the sky ’right in back of the moon,* 
Experts seemed to think the sightings were caused by starlight reflecting on 
upper atmospheric bands of dust or smog," Despite the ambiguity of the last 
sentence (who were tho "exports," and exactly what does "seemed to think 11 
mean?), the atmospheric explanation seems probable. We mention these sightings 
here more as a matter of record than anything else. (See also the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, 8/5/63). 

• «•••••• ' >••#••••••••# ♦•••••••••# 


The possibility of a natural explanation for the events of July 31 should 
not be dismissed automatically, but should be given carefhl examination. 

First, we must mention one point -which will bring joy to the skeptic's 
heart. There existed strong temperature inversions on the night of July 
30-31 (as, indeed, for the next week or go). Early that evening, a cold 
front had passed over Philadelphia, swooping away the dust, snog, haze, and 
whatnot which was present in the city’s atmosphere. This unusual clarity 
of the sky was augmented by a number of layers of hot and cold air, rendering 
Dr. Levitt’s Arcturus theory far from fantastic. 

However, upon closer examination, it falls apart. The most obvious of 
its flaws is that the sightings reached their peak after Arcturus had sunk 
below the horizon. The brilliant star Vega was visible in the west in the 
early morning hours, but it was at too great an altitude above the horizon 
to have oaused the sightings. 

There is another salient point, which must be mentioned. !G(e have an offioial 
U.S. Wbather Bureau weather map for ItOO A.M. on July 31, 1963; it shows that 
neteorologioal conditions wero strikingly uniform for a great distance along 
the Middle Atlantic CoastFrom this, we may infer that the prevalent at- 


3ln a letter to us dated 11/13/63, Major Maston M. Jacks of the USAF Public 
Information Dividon doniod any knowledge of the sighting. 

4 0ver Philadelphia, the temperature was Ji 2, the dewpoint was 55, and the baroneta 
was 176 (having risoa'and leveled off, +14, in the past three hours). For New 
York, these figures were, respectively: 7}, 54, 176, +10. Washington* 76, 55, 
17i6, +10. Boston* 67, 54, 157, —• All of these locations were clear, ex¬ 
cept for Washington, which was about 3/4 clouded, with a visibility of 10 mi>r 
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mospheric conditions were very much similar over an area quite a'bit larger 
than the Delaware Valley, Yet* although dozens of Philadelphians were startled 
ty an objeot whioh Br» Levitt and others would have"us believe was an atmospherio 
distortion of a star, this "distortion" was apparently seen nowhere else. It 
is strongly indioated that the "unknown," whatever it was, was quite olose to 
Philadelphia. 

There is a temptation to dispose of the radar sighting by invoking tho 
temporature inversions’;, however, this seeps extremely improbable. Not only 
were the son® objeots pioked up on radar units more than thirty miles apart 
(quite a neat triok for temperature inversions) but were seen visually from the 
Tower, The odds against any suoh explanation are veiy higji, and the skeptios 
will have to do better, ‘ ' 

It should be mentioned, though, in the interests of objectivity, that tho 
observations made by the pilots have an element of doubt attached to them, 
Cheoking a star ohart, we disocverod that the bright star' Aldebaran was just 
above the northeast horizon at the time, of the sighting; similarly, the star 
Capella was in the north-north-east, These identifications, however, are in 
themselves rather doubtful. The light seen on the northeast horizon was des¬ 
cribed as steady; although there was some.suggestion that it might have been 
a planet (whioh v}as quashed when we chetaked our almanao and star ohart),- it 
oertainly did not exhibit the oharaoteristios of a star. Strong temperature 
inversion layers aay give a star an unusual appearance in that it seems to. 
be "in motion, hovering, pulsating, and flashing red and green lights, 1 ’® but 
from this very description it seems unlikely that they would impart to it the 
oharaoteristios of a steady light. In addition, the coinoidenoe of the position 
of the light with that of the radar blip would seem to testify against suoh an 
explanation. However, it is a possibility whioh should be kept in mind. 

It must be emphasized that these consideration's dpi hot detraot from the 
value of the sighting in general. It oertainly remains one of the best and 
most important UFO inoidents of 1963. 


ORTHOTENIC CORRECTIONS 


Since our arbiole on 1952 orthoteny in The Shadow of the Unknown was pub¬ 
lished,,we have discovered further information regarding the statements made 
therein. 

As pointed oub to us by Ceoil D* Clayton, of Henderson, Kentuoky, our 
tentative identification of Lynnville, Indiana, with Iynn, Indiana (in regard 
to the sightings of July 25) was quite inoorreot. Aotually, lynnville is a 
small town about twenty miles northeast of Evansville, and nowhere near our 
proposed alignment. It is with a pang of regret that we drop this lovely 
alignment into the wastebasket, but, que sera , sera . 

The abovementioned pang is somewhat alleviated by our discovery of the 
true looation of Carmel, Ohio* in oohqedtion with the July 19 sightings. Al¬ 
though our proposed River Edge—Carmel-Charlton Flats alignment failed to material - 
ize, we discovered en equally valid one stretching from Charlton Flats through 
Camel to Vfe.shington, 

As stated in our artiole, our study of orthoteny during the "Big Flap" 
is far from finished. The artiole merely reported the results of a pilot study. 


We *»ed more sightings from June, and, preferably; *July ; 1952s Won't you help? 


5 Menzol, Donald H., The World of Flying Saucers (Doubleday, 1963), p. 64r, 
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PUBLICATION OF NIGAP REPORT' ’ASSURED* 

NICAP — the National Investi§ations Committee on Aerial phenomena -- is 
finally about to publish its long-awaited report The UFO Evidence , the result 
of a heroio six-year struggle to present the UFO faots to tl~ publlo. Although 
this Report-has been 1 in preparation for the past year and a half, owing to fi¬ 
nancial and other problems printing was deleted until now. But, in the July- 
September 1963 issue of its organ. The U.F.O. Investigator , NICAP announced 
the forthcoming publication of the Report, stated that itwds available to 
members only for $ 3 * 95 , and strongly expressed the necessity of orders for 
The UFO Evidenoe by a mjority of members. Response was'good, and early this 
month NICAP informed .us that ".printing of the Report is assured, alsd con¬ 
tinuation of NICAP." ..... ' : “ • 

There is little doubt, that,when the Reporti oomes out; it will oreate the 
.biggest splash that UFOlogy has seen in the past deoade. It will be distributed 
to all Members of Congress and over 2,000 newspapers and broadoastihg stations. 
It will be the oomplete, fully documented history of UFO’s, and of the Air Foroe 
censorship of UFO data. It may well bring an end to offioial seorecy for onoe 
and for all, and inaugurate an entirely new era for UFOlogy. 

Unfortunotely, this most important dooument is at present unavailable to 
non-members, and NICAP has temporarily ceased aooepting new members. However, 
when membership is re-opened — and we are sure that it soon will be — to urge 
all tit io read this to join NICAP. Dues are (5.00- for six bi-monthly issues — 
extremely oheap for what is probably the best and most attractive UFO journal 
published in this oountry. Writer 1536 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washington 6, 

D • C . , 20036 . 


'BONFIRE’-LIKE OBJECT- SIGHTED OVER PHILADELPHIA' 


At approximately 7t00 P.M. on Ootober 6, 1963, a UFO described as being 
like a "bonfire" was observed over Philadelphia by Miohaol R. Freodman, an 
18-year-old student. Mr. Freedman is dooply interested in UFO's, and gave the 
Direotor invaluable assistance in investigating tbe radar-visual sighting of 
July 31 (see above). 

Mr. Freedman’s report followst 

"I was standing atop a four-story building oheoking the sunset for pos¬ 
sible photography. Being interested in UFO’s, I deoided to watoh airoraft, 
birds, stars, eto. in order to be better able to distinguish these objeots from 
authentic UFO’s. 

"Looking towards the southeast, I saw a fairly large yellow-orange objeot. 
It oould be described as a ’bonfire’ with four to six whitish areas along the 
center. It was more oblong than round." 

(in a later interview with the witness, it was determined that the objeot 
had been oval, about twioe as long as it was wide. Its length was approximately 
equal to the diameter of a niokel held at ana’s length. The whitish areas were 
arranged in a straight row along its length. Although glowing like a bonfire, 
its apparent outline was fairly rigid, and it did not shoot off tongues the 
way a fire would.) 

"Below this objeot was some type of airoraft, its navigation light flashing 
bright rod." (The witness later stated that it was traveling in a southwester¬ 
ly direction.) (oonb ’d) 
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"From o!Los*r observation T was able to determine the position of the UFO 
as southeast Philadelphia over or near the Delaware River. It was about 50 
degrees above the southern horizpn. 

’’The object was-traveling eastward (ENE) at first, then changed to a 
northwesterly course (NNW). One moment it was going east, and the next thing 
I knew it proceeded west. 

"It was visible for'about 20 seconds before completely vanishing. Not 
upwards, not folrwards, jUst disappearing.... , • 

"Additional informations Its velooity was more or less uniform although 
it seemed slightly faster than the aircraft 'below' it. It did not. 'fall' 
but appeared to glide through the air. Other tha.n the sharp. change bf direction, 
it did not execute any unusual aerial maneuvors. _ 

"Also': the sun had dropped below the horizon before the sighting and its 
rays still imported an orange-red glow to the clouds in the immediate west. I 
had gone up to the roof about 6:15 P.M. and left at about 7:50 P.M." •• 

• Mri Freedman*s,own evaluation of the sighting is: 

"I doubt very much if it was any of the following: optical illusion; 
hallucination; aircraft; balloon;. ref lectiAn of sunlight; birds; meteor, 

"Howevor, were I t‘o dhoOse one of the above for an‘explanat ion,' optioal 
illusion or meteor would be my. guess. 

"I am not 'accustomed to. shouting 'UFOl' at overything that does not fit 
my conception of 'natural phenomena.' I will say this — the object was unlike 
anything I have ever seen in the relatively short period of uy sky-watching, 
or from anything 'natural' I have ever heard of." 

After his sighting,' Mr. Freedman checked with the Astronomy Department 
at the Franklin Institute and the Weather Bureau at the Philadelphia International 
Airport. Both stated that no meteors had been reportod that night. Of course* 
both the long duration of the sighting and the sharp turn mado by the object 
rule out any explanation in terms of metoors. 

Anothor possible explanation is an aircraft reflecting sunlight, but this 
too must be discardod. The sun was about half an hour below the horizon, and 
would hardly have imparted such a brilliant glow to an. object in the southeast. 

The abrupt turn made by the object in itself rules out such an explanation. 

Of the other explanatiims tentatively suggested by the witness, none oan 
bo seriously considered. In addition, there are no atmospheric phenomena which 
would fit his description. 

Wo aro presently attempting to looato tho pilot of tho plane 1Sr. Freedman 
mentioned in his.account. If we succoed, wo shall probably havo an interesting 
confirmatory dosoription. Results will.bo reported in the next issue of this 
bulletin'. 


NJAAP joins tho nation in mourning the tragic and untimely 
death of President John F. Konnody. 
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Special Artlolet 


AN RUMINATION OF THE RECENT CRATER 'EPIDHilC* IN GREAT BRITAIN 



In-late June and early July, 1963, air least five -grpup_s_pf ar^ter ^ of 
nyaterioua origin and nature were diaoovered in England And Sootlahd'. The 
nod: publicized of theae, the nyaterioua hole found on a fam at Charlton, 
Wiitahire, waa diaouaaed in detail in an artiole by tha Director for the 
book The Shadow of the Unknown . Sinoe thia artiole waa written, we have re¬ 
ceived nuoh additional data on the Charlton and/other oratora whioh nultipliea 
the aignifioanoe of the Charlton cyatery tenfold. When thia information ia 
oollated, as it will bo below, the outlined of a weird pattern begin to dimly 
emerge. Thia pattern nay well turn out to be one of the noat significant UFO 
events of the i960'a.® ► 

The firat of the oratera to oone to publio attention waa the one diaoovered 
on Manor Pam (Oharlton) on July 10 by Roy Blanohard, the owner of the farm. 
Although we inoorreotly reported that nothing had been seen in the area prior 
to the diaooveiy of the hole, aa a natter of faot anjorange objeot waa aeen to 
flaah through the aky on that date by Constable Anthony Penny (London Daily 
Express , 7/23/63). Whathor thia haa any oonneotion with the hole,la, of oourae, 
uncertain, but it appeara probable that it doea. In addition, Leonard Joliffo, 
the dairyman on Manor Farm, heard a blaat at about 6»00 on an unapeoified morning 
before the orater waa found (London Tinea , 7/19/63), although the relevanoe 
of thia ia a little diibioua. 

The aite of the hole waa inapeoted by Charlea Stiokland, B.So., (author-/V 
of the BUFOA Journa 1 artiole) on July 18 and again on July 24 and 25. Hia 
deaorlption ia good*- but differs on a number of point a from the faota reported 
to ua by Blanohard in hia- letter of Auguat 18. On the.aorpuinbdr'^we^hscve^da^ra^d 
it beat to aooopt Blanohard*a report rather than Stioklond’a, eapecially'aa '• 
Stiokland does not appaar to have apoken to Blanohard at all. 

A diagram of’t'fcia orater, baaed on a diagram drawn by Blanohard, ia shown 
in Figure 1. Although it ia quite oloar, a few additional remarka ahould "be 
added. The anall hole, ahown in the center of the orater waa about two inohea 
in diameter and about three feet deep. Aooording to Stiokland, "it waa not 
completely empty but had looae rooka inaide it." Although only about three’ < 
feet in diameter, the orater waa aituated in the oenter of a ahallow oiroular 
depreaaion with an overall diameter of about eight feet. Within thia area, 
nil but a few potato planta had diaappeared, apparently having been auoked 
up. From the hole radiated four ill-defined trenoh-like depreaaiona, three of 
them continuing on into the adjoining barley field. "Whatever oauaed theae 
trenohea had auokad up the barley that lay in their paths. 

Stiokland later diaoovered three other looationa on the farm where oropa 
were disturbed ryaterioualy. The firat,of theae waa under a gap in the hedge 
on the _ far“ side-of-tbBJharley field, where the barley waa aiaaing over a oir- 


®0ur ohief aouroea for the information-presented \$.n the firat aootion of 
thia artiole are i a moat faaoinating and detailed .letter from Mr. I .K. 
Haythomthwaite, of Cambridge, England, dated 9/24/63, for whioh we are very 
deeply grateful; and the Summer 1963 iaauo of the BUFOA Journal , an un¬ 
commonly good little magazine publiahod by an amalgamation of Britiah UFO 
groupa oalled tho Britiah UFO Aeaooiation (write: F. Malooln Bull, 14 Battinaon 
Street, Southowran, Halifax, Yorkahire). AlaoI Flying Sauaer Review , Septenber- 
Ootober 1963; Saucer Newa, Dooenber 1963j and The Shadow of the Unknown. 
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Figure 2: DIAGRAM OF DISTURBANCE 
_TN BARLEY FIELD 

Drawn by Charles Stiokland, B.Sc 
(Credit: BUFOA) 

Dots represent upright bard-by stalks; arrows 
show barley leaning in the indicated directions. 
Lines beyond the "finger” show upright stalks 
With the fruiting portion bent over at the top. 


FIJkMBOROUGH HEAD CRATER 


Drawn by F. Malcolm Bull 
(Credit: BUFOA) 
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oular area aboub two feet in diaoeter. Beyond this barley was a grass field, 
and then another barley field. In this seoond barley field thero was a "eon- 
siderably disturbed" area, in shape resembling a hand with a pointing finger. 
Beyond the "finger" was a "line of upright barley stalks with thejfruiting 
portion bent ewer at the top," seventeen feet long. A oopy of Stiokland’s 
diagram is shown in Figure 2. 

The third area of disturbance was also in this field, but, says Stioklsnd, 
"I did not examine this, since I did not soe quite how I could roaoh it or 
noasure it without trampling part of tho orop that was still standing." 

Meanwhilo, a bomb-disposal unit was investigating tho original hole. 

Their metal deteotor gave a reading, and, after digging down six feot, they 
unearthed a half-pound pieoe of ootal whioh was widely touted as a meteorite. 
Apart from the faot that it would have been quite impossible for a half-pound 
meteorite to hav* ponotrated to a dopth of six foot,'an examination of the 
objoot at the British Musoum in London disolosod that it was aotually "iron- 
pan", consisting mainly of iron tydroxide, whioh was indiglnous to tho soil. 
Stiokland points out that, whon tho "iron-pan" was removed, the natal detootor 
no longer gave a reading, rondoring it unlilioly that thero was any genuine 
motoorito remaining in tho area. (In addition, unless it woro of vory con¬ 
siderable sizo, a motoorito oould never have penetrated to that depth). 

It would be quito point loss to ohroniole ho re the many irresponsible 
statements made by both publicity hounds and scientists who should have known 
better. But, through the hazo of nonsenso, a startling faot bogan to emergoj 
other orators had beon disoovored in rooent days. 

Tho most widoly publicized of these woro two twin holos disoovored ten 
days or so after the Qharlton orater, on the Middlo Monynut Farm, East Lothian, 
Soot land — in tho Lamnormuir Hills, noar the Berwickshire border, about 21 
miles sooth of Dunbar. Aooording to tho roports (The Sootsnan , 7/25/63; the 
BBC program Radio Nowsrool ), thoywore twelvo foot apart, sixteen feet in 
diametor, and about throo feet doep. Twolvo ohannols, "like the spokes of 
a wheol," radiated from eaoh orator to a longth of up to 44 foot. Heather 
and latrge olods of earbh woro scattered as far as 40 yards from the holes. 

The oddest feature of the orators, however, was the faot that a number of 
small square holos, one foot wide end two feot doop, wore found about 35 
foot from thorn. Unforbunatoly, the arrangomont of these most remarkable 
squaro pits is not oloar. 

Another pair of orators was disoovored lato in July (tho oxaot date is 
unoertain) on the slopes of Dufton Foil, Westmorland, The disoovory was 
roporbod in tho Yorkshire post, 8/2/63, but tho Postf s description groatly 
oonfliots with that givon by Haythornthwaito, who examined the orators him¬ 
self. Noodloss to so^, we aro using Haythornthwaito r s description. "The 
large hole," he writes, "was 37 yards aoross, two foot deep all over, and 
oiroular, though irrogular, in shape. The oraters were on a slight slope, 
and fren tho lower end of each oxtondod a , ohannol t up to four feet doop and 
oightoon yards wido. Tho obannol from tho largor orater was aboub a quartor 
of a mile long, tho othor boing about 200 yards long. Both ovontually Joined 
small streams." Ho adds: "Although puzzling, thoso frankly did not look 
liko offoots of a UFO landing, but soomod to havo boon oausod by vory largo 
quantities of wator landing from abovo all at onoo." Obviously, nothing of 
tho kind oould have happonod, and it sooms probablo that theso orators bolong 
in tho samo oatogory as thoso of Charlton end East Lothian. 

The oldost of Britain’s mystery orators appoars to havo boon the ono 


^Soo tho artiolos on tho subjoot Mbteorito in the Enoyclopodia Brittanloa 
and tho Enoyolopodia Amorioana . 
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disoovorod at Flanborough Head, Yorkshire, which was known to have been in 
oxistence beforo tho ond of Juno . It was reported in the Hull Dai ly Mail, 
r '/20/63, bub a more accurate roporb was given in tho EUFOA Journal by F. 
fi&looln Bull, who nado a personal investigation. According to Bull, it was 
3 ?irst noticod toward the ond of June by an unnariod plough boy who “was cutting 
tho grass on tho edgo of a fiold (which is on the boadland) at Norbh Moor Farm, 
whon ho noticod that tho grass and hay noar tho edgo had boon disturbod. Ho 
thought nothing noro about it until on the 19th July ho was cutting tho hay 
in tho f jo Id whon ho saw that tho oarbh had boon thrown up; his first thought 
was that a pig had boon rooting and thrown up tho soil, but whon ho oxaminod 
it olosor ho saw that it could not have boon nado by a pig,” 

For roasons that are not cloar, tho bomb disposal unit which invostigatod 
tho hole fillod it in aftor thoy woro finishod, and so noithor its outlines nor 
its sizo could be detominod easily when Bull investigated it on July 31* From 
the diagran provided by Bull (Figtire 3), one would gather that it was roughly 
circular and about six foot in dianetor. It was known to be 12 to 18 inches 
doop. From its odgos, several cracks ran in all directions; the bonb disposal 
unit dug to follow ono or two of thoso. Tho projection on tho lofb of Bull’s 
diagran is the only crack which rotainod its original appearance at the tine 
of Bull’s investigation; it was threo inches deop, and, apparently, aboub two 
foot long. Tho projection on the' right is tho result of the bonb disposal 
unit’s digging along another of tho cracks. 

The fifth and last^ of the present flurry of crater groups of which 
we aro cognizant was discovered near Sanqvhar, Dunfrioshire, Scotland. It was 
briofly roporbed in tho BBC Scottish Nowsj 7/27/63, at 6|15 P.M. The only 
details given by tho BBC were that thoro wero throo orators and that they wero 
sinilar to tho holes at East Lothian. 


Writing in The Shadow of the Unknown , we called attontion to throe casos, 
which produced physical effeots which in sono nanner or another paralleled 
the niystery at Charlton. It was our thesis that the parallel effects could bo 
safely deduced to have had parallel causes, and that it was possible to re¬ 
construct with a fhir amount of accuracy the event which produood the Charlton 
hole. Wo then presented our reconstruction. The observations made by Stiokland 
have both confirnad and amplified our deductions, which we present here. 

The three oases which we cited all occurred during the great European 
“flap” of September and October, 1954, and are recounted by the French researcher 
Aine Michel in his monumental Flying Saucers and the Straight-Line Mystery 
(Criterion, 1958). 

The first of Michel’s cases ocourrod on September 26 at Chabeuil, France, 
and involved the “little nan" who so terrified Kne. Lebouef. As the UFO in 
question took off from among a .group of trees, it passed very low over a wheat- 
field. When the field was later examined, it was discovered that "the first 
few yards of wheat, in the path of the object as it took off through the field, 
’•rero flattened out in radiating lines" (Michel, p. 82). 

The second took place on October 4, at the small French village of Ponoey- 
sur-l’Ignon, A luminous, orange, egg-shaped object hovered lew over a field 


^We are deliberately omitting the hole discovered in a park in the center of 
Southampton on July 15, and reported in the Southern Evening Echo 7/16-17/63, 
Although not much information is available on it, it does not seem to belong 
in the same genre as the *the r craters, and may well have some prosaic ex- 
plonation. We could, of course, be wrong. 
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and then abruptly took offi tearing out a hole about a yard ami a half long 
and an average of two feet wide. Oddly enou$i, "about half-way down tte hole 
was wider than at ground level.* 1 Still more strange was the fact that the 
roots and rootlets in thd.soil were completely undamaged, "as if the mass of 
earth spread over the surrounding grass had been sucked out by a gigantio 
vacuum" (Michel, p. 134). 

The third ooourred at Po dl Gnooca, Italy, on October 15. A h. rge disk 
was observed by several peasants to land and then suddenly take off again, suoking 
up the earth below it. A orater almost twenty fdet in diameter was left on the 
spot, and six nearby poplar trees were oarbonised (Michel, p. 181). 

These incidents, particularly the seoond and third, are strongly suggestive 
of the Charlton mystery. Applying the data gathered by Michel to the Charlton 
hole, we deduoed the following event (quoted from The Shadow of the Unknown , p. 78) 
.Apparently, a Relatively small (i.e,, about five or six feet in diameter) 
disk-shaped UFO either- landed in oR hovered lew above Mr. Blanoterd’s potato 
patoh. As it took off, it suddenly brought into play a terrifioally strong 
field of force-which suoked up the potatoes and the earth in which they were 
planted. Evidently this field was more powerful at a seotion in the center of 
the disk than the rest of it, and a small orater was torn out beneath this 
section. Four strong rays of force, emanating from the rim of the disk, 
evidently as sharply defined as beans of light, fomsd the trenohes. and sucked 
out the barlqy that was in their paths." 

As noted above, these deductions were both oonfimed and amplified by 
Stiokland's disoovery of other plaoes on Manor Farm where the crops were dis¬ 
turbed. The disappearance of the barley under the gap in the hedge would seem 
to be oaused by a mechanism similar to that which created the orator itself. 

More important is the disturbance in the other barley field; the resemblanoe 
between this (particularly the "finger" and tte bent barley stalks beyond it) 
and the marks in the wheat at Chabouil is too obvious to require comment. 

The geographical looation of these points is of great importance, says Stiokland. 
"Tha gap in tie hedge is an ideal spot from which to look down the valley. The 
39-foot disturbance in diagram 2 points direotly down the valley towards a gap 
between two hills. This would be the obvious flight path should a maohine 
be required to keep close to the ground." The UFO, after perhaps hovering 
erratioally in the area for a few moments, clearly moved off direotly above 
the path of the "fingor" (note, however, that the barley is flattened at right 
angles to the flight path). The strength of its force field diminished abruptly, 
bending only the fruiting portion. Wo can imagine it rising slightly, then 
moving off down the valley.... 

Truly, the mystery at Charlton has afforded us what amounts to clear "foot¬ 
prints" of a UFO. 


It cannot be denied that there are certain dissimilarities between the 
five sets of craters disoorered in England and Scotland. Nevortholess, the 
similarities are far more important, and so striking that it seems inprobable 
that they are not all the results of similar oauses. (in our discussion of 
them, it would probably be wise to exolude tho Sanquhar oraters, sinoe so little 
is known about then) • In all cases, tho orators gave the general impression of 
having been torn out by some foroe, with earth scattered around the perimeter 
in greater or lesser quantity. In all oases, the craters were roughly oiroular. 
In all oases, some form of ohannels were created, radiating outward from the 
oraters, although their number and appearanoe diffored (the peouliar oiroumstanot. 
of tho ohannels from the Dufton Fell oraters connecting with streams is of 
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partioular interest). 

The ohief point of dissimilarity among the orators is. of oourse, tMr 
sizes (diameters would be more aoourate, as their depths display an odd uniform¬ 
ity). ThiB hardly testifies against the similarity of their origins.^ Wb may 
look baok to the orators at Ponoey and Po di Gnoooa for a oomparison. Although 
the Ponoey hole was muoh smaller than the ono at Po di Gnoooa. it is known that 
both were oreated in tho same manner. Indeed, the Charlton orator bears about 
the same resemblanoe to the East Lothian oraters as the Fonooy hole bears to 
the Po di Gnoooa orator*- There is ono very illuminating exoeption to this} 
the shape of the Ponoey hole was olliptioal. while tho shape o£ tho Po di Gnooca 
orator was oiroular — both corresponding to the shapes of the UFO*s that formed 
thorn; It seems reasonable that we can doduoo from this that the UFO's which 
formed the British oraters wero all oiroular (probably lontioular) in shape — 
although, it must be emphasized, not neoessarily of widely disparate sizes. 

A oanpletely unique feature was involvod in the East Lothian oraterst the 
odd square holos discovered about 35 foot from the orators. 

Having disoussed the general oharaotoristios of the 1963 orator opidomio. 
our noxt step is to look baok through UFO history for prooodonts to the ooourranoos. 
Our searoh is not particularly rewarding. The first thing we oome across is a 
ohapter in Frank Edwards* Strangost of All (Aco, 1962, pp. 78-82) entitled 
"Quoer Craters,'* in whioh six oases of orators whioh were intrinsioally unusual 
ancl/or formed under unusual oiroumstanoes are listed. However, while they all 
fall under this broad heading, the six inoidents are definitely heterogeneous, 
and do not seem to havo all resulted from tho same oause. In four of tho oases* 
explosions (variously desoribed as **hugo and violent," "tremendous," and "jarring") 
wore reported in oonneotion with the orators. In oontrast, all of tho British 
oraters wore formed silently (unless the blast that Joliffe heard was oonneoted 
with the•orator at Charlton). Of tho two others, only one bears a distinct 
resemblanoe to the 1963 opidomio, but the other may have a oonneotion. Both 
will be summarized herei 

On July 31, 1953 (by a ourious ooinoidonoo, just under a deoade before 
the British orators were first disoovered), Mrs. John C. Allen discovered 
on her South Carolina farm a oiroular orator whioh was more than sixty feet 
aoross and from seven to twelve feet deop.. On the next day, she oame aoross 
a seoondj smaller, orator, nine feet aoross and five feet deop. Both gave the 
appearanoe of having boon blasted out of the ground (or, more likely, suoked 
out). On July 30, a straight line of four similar orators* fifteen feet aoross 
and six feet doep, was found in a field alongside a road about six miles from 
Georgetown, South Carolina. All resembled the British holes in that soil was 
soattered around them, they were all oiroular, and no explosion was heard at any 
time. Near one of the oraters on the Allen faro, the local shoriff "disoovered 
a pine treo near ono .of the oraters with its. top sheared off. as if by lightning" 
and found some wood ash .on the tree (remomber the oarbonized poplars at Po di 
Gnoooa). 

The seoond of these oases ooourred on a farm near Carthage, South Dakota* 
in the spring of 1955. One morning, tho owners, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Hall, 
disoovored in one of their fields a holo two feot in diamoter and 18 feet deep. 
Clearly, tho Carthago orator was not formed by a meohanism identioal to that 
whioh oroatod the ones in South Carolina, but it soems distinctly probable that 
it too had a UFO oonneotion. More about this later. 

A relatively reoont inoident, not without a distinot element of humor, 
may havo a bearing on our disoussion. Aoaording to the New York Timos of April 
7, 1962, an enormous oblong orater was disoovored on a borough-owned traot of 
land about two miles northeast of Sayreville, New Jersey. It was 1,570 feet 
long, 780 feet wide, and forty foot long; it oontained an estimated 1,800,000 
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cubic yards of fill dirt worth anywhoro from $360,000 to $720,000. As Mayor Harold- 
Boohm of Sayrovillo began the investigation, it soon became o.pparont that the only 
thing anybody know was that nobody know anything. "Mayor Boehm said tho only 
cortainty was that the borough had novor boon paid for the dirt. Ho discovered 
the loss 'about a wook ago' during a routine chock of tho exoavators working 
in tho area." It was quickly calculated that, to haul away tho dirt, the 
equivalent of 360,000 dump trucks of a fivo-cubic-yard capacity each must havo 
boon used. "Prosecutor Dolan ^of Middlesex County/, who was callod into tho 
caso by Mayor Boohm,.said: *It's incredible that something like this oould go 
on without somebody knowing about it.' Ho said heavy earth-moving equipment 
must havo boon used in an oporation working a long period of time." 

Obviously, If is unnecessary to invoko a UFO to" oxplain this mysterious 
holoj nevertheless,- it is as lik»ly an explanation as anything olso, and should 
bo kopt in mind. 


In our Shadow of the Unknown article we, not unnaturally, made the assumption 
that tho formation of tho Charlton holo was merely a fortunate accident, a chance 
by-product of a UFO landing or noarr-landing. Howovor, when wo received tho 
reports of othor crater groups having boon found all over England and southern 
Scotland, it bocamo obvious that there was considerably moro to it than that. 

There was clearly a plan behind tho formation of tho wysteiy holes — but what? 

The key to tho puzzlo was discovered by Mr. Haythornthwaito, who, being 
a reader of the Flying Saucer Review , naturally had a keen oye for orthotonic 
alignments. "One interesting fact omorges," ho wrote- mo. "A line through 
Charlton, Wiltshire, and the Westmorland Craters, passes as nearly as I can 
judge ovor Middle .Monynut Farm in tho Lammermuirs. (This is using a conical 
projection map, but for a country the size of Britain the error is snail.)" 
Counting Southampton (as wo must, for the purpose at hand), there were six 
locations in England,and Scotland at which orators wore discovered; according 
to calculations made by Alexander D. Mobano (Civilian Saucer Intelligence, 

Now York City)9, wo should expect to find ono threg-point alignment in one out 
of every four randan sprinklings of six points. Now, granted those od<}s aro far 
from ovorwholming, Haythornthwaito's discovory was novbrtheless most interesting, 
and we rather laboriously plotted tho Ipcations of tho orators for o.ursolf 
(soo Figure 4) tp see if we oould find anything else of significance. 

Tho first thing that struck up was. tho goograp.hical position of the 
Charlton-Dufton,Fell-East Lothian alignment. It runs almost exactly north-south, 
differing from the position of the second meridian wo.st by loss than 5°, It 
bisects the southern coast.of England almost oxactly .and is roughly perpendicular 
to it. If it is extended slightly on the north, the point at which it passes 
out ovor the‘sea qUito cl osely coincides Wflth i:ha“* irit'(rrsQct ion'offlines-drawn- 
along the prominent points of the oa&torn-and we st r erli * coa sts . 'Howovor one 'looked 
at it, tho alignment tP be'far more t han , puro .coincidence>- 

This was all very well, but it was far from sufficient. There we^e still 
the craters at Sanquhar and Flamborough Hoad to be acoouhted for. Wo decidod 
to postulate a larger pattern that would fit thorn in — a 'pattern, including 
eastern Scotland as well as England. Wo extended tho Charlton-East Lothian 
alignment to a hypothetical point about thirty miles northeast of’tho*north¬ 
eastern tip of Scotland, among the Orkney Islands, then constructed lines from 
this point passing through Sanquhar and Flamborough Hoad. It quickly' became 
obvious that not only did thoso lines follow to a great extent the ©astern 


9 


Appendix to Michel's Flying Saucers ant tho Straight-Line Mystery, 
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and western coasts of England (in addition, tbs eastern line passes exactly 
over the easternmost point of the Scottish coast), hut the angle that they formed 
was bisected almost precisely by the extended Charlton-East Lothian alignment 
(on our map, ^BAF = 14° and ^E«F = 15°). It is true that our plaoeWont of 
the hypothetical point was rather arbitrary; nevertheless, a point in the Orkneys 
or within fifty miles or so south of them would seem to berths? most logical 
point of origination for an extraterrestrial survey such a? is indicated here, 
and, as long as we stick to that general area, the angles' outlined above will not 
vary significantly. 

We were admiring the neatness of the pattern which we had constructed 
when another thought occurred to us. Measuring the distance from the Middle 
Monynut Faun to Dufton Fell, we discovered-to our surprise that it was equal 
to exactly one fourth of the total distance from Middle Monynut Farm to Charlton * 
The chance of this being coincidence was small, and it seemed reasonable to 
deduce from it that the distance from the East Lothian craters to those at 
Dufton Fell (approximately 134 miles) was either a basic unit of some sort 
or a multiple of one. 10 _—- ' 

Using this as a basis for further observations; we marked off points two 
and •three units north along our extended alignment from East Lothian, in an 
attempt to locate an adjusted point of origination, so to speak. However, wo 
quickly discovered that the distance from either of these points to Sanquhar 
and FlamboriJugjh Head could not be measured in even* units. To remedy the difficulty 
we made the tentative deduction that the true "basic units" were actually halves 
of our units* or 67 miles. Making this assumption for the, moment, wo. proceeded 
to measure off five half-units north from East Lothian; we noted approvingly 
that this new point (A, on our map) fell only about ten miles north of the 
old hypothetical point of origination. Measuring from point A to Sanquhar -- 
yes, three units, on the nose. From point A to Flamborough Head was four units, 
plus about ten miles. (This discrepancy is annoying but not inexplicable. 

The line passes almost entirely over wator until it reaches Spurn Head, more 
than fifty miles past Flamborough Head; all along this distance,•Flamborough: 

Head is just about the only point of land along the line. If' ihdbed the pattern 
is part of an aerial reconnaissance by UFO's, it seems likely that their pilots 
would be willing to stretch a point and make a landing at Flamborough Head. 1 
It is interesting, although perhaps not significant, that Spurn Heo:d itself 
is exactly nine half-units from point A.) 

The above paragraph is of course highly speculative, and the validity 
of its logic cannot be proved, but it is nevertheless a reasonable extrapolation' 
from the facts which can be proved. The existence of the Cha rlt on-East Lothian 
alignment, its geographic position, the 3:1 ratio of the distances from Charlton 
to Dufton Fell and from Dufton Fell to the Middle Monynut Farm, tho angles formed 
when we extend this alignmonb to a logioo.l point of origination in the northern¬ 
most part of the Island and then connect this point with Sanquhar and Flam- 


*®To avoid obscurity in subsequent references, we are defining "unit," as used 
in this article, to mean the distance of approximately 134 miles. 

The diagram opposite shows the pattern of lines involving craters in England 
and Scotland, including Southampton. A number of the small islands off the 
Scottish coast have been omitted, as they involve difficulty and do not add 
to the value of the map. The original hypothetical point is not shown, to avoid 
confusion. Legendt a = adjusted hypothetical point of origination; B = Sanquhar; 

C = Middle. Monynut. Farm; D = Dufbon Fell; E- = JJlambo rough-He ad-;-F = Gharltan^- 

G = Soufchanpton; —--- = alignment;-- - = hypothetical line ;-—= 

second meridian west. * 
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borough H§ad thoso are hot illusory. Nor, in o'GrVopijiion, <can they be 
explained away as coincidence. Vfe do not poss'oss ^ suffi cibritl-niathomaticpl 
knowledge to evaluate the probability of this .pattern appearing by chance, 
but it is clearly very small. ' ,; - 


I 

*r 


Some more extrapolation coming up, but first a little background infor¬ 
mation. 

■^s every UFO buff worth his salt knows,,.the term orthoteny was- coined by ', 5 
French researcher Aime Michel in his book 'Flying Saucers and the Straight-Line' . 
Mastery , a study of the sighting flap in ; franco in September and October 19&4. 
Michel, acting on a suggestion made by the late Jean Cocteau, plotted all the * 
sightings for each day of the flap on imps, and discovered that theyVbended 
to fall along straight lines, which he tonaod. 'ofrthotenic a 1 ignments • Although 
these lines almost always corresponded with the trajectories of the objects 
on them, it was clear from tie chronology p-f the sightings that an ^orthotenic 
line was not identical with the trajectory' of any one objebt* In other words, 
each point on the line represented a separate object, and thus the alignments 
could only be explained by postulating at pattern of aefial reconnaissance in 
which at least several different machines participated. - V 1 

During the peak of the flap in early October, Michel discovered three dates 
which produced not merely alignments but unmistakable networks of alignments 
(October 2, 7, ll), resembling spider webs. The most dramatiV? of the three 
networks was that of the 7th, which Michel discussos ,<iiffsome:*'detail on pp. 

146-50 of his book. One of his observations is particularly)'worthy of quotations 
"...there appears to be a-prevalence of angles of about 30 degrees; at least 
eight such angles can bo'found at major apoxes." 

It tales no more than a glance at our 1963 crater pattern to realize 
that it too represent^ a form of orthoteny — but a spocial kind of orthoteny, 
an orthoteny not of sightings of UFO’s but of craters formed by UFO 1 s . Although 
there was a definite^* sight ing flap over England in July 1963,~ the appearance 
of the UFO's themsqlvos was secondary to the formation of the mysterious 
orators. 

We nets at onco an oxtremely significaht^point df 1 'resemblance between 
Michel r s 1954 patterns and our erate p r.patterns the prevalent angle in the 
Octobei' 7 network was 30°, whereas the prevalent angle .in our network is 15° — 
and there is no need to point out that 30° is exactly twico 15°. We seem to 
have coma across a highly significant fact; let us apply; it to our map and 
see what happens. Taking the line AB, we rotate it Another 15° west; it cuts 
across Scotland and Ireland, but nothing spectaoular\is Apparent. Now another 
15°...and our line follows closely..the northern part of $he western Irish coast. 
In otlE r words, we have in this line and AE two sides of an\equiangular triangle 
which contains almost all of the British Isl 9 s, with 4 as it^ vertex. If an 
extraterrestrial survey of Great Britain were plahp^d, what better pattern 
could be used for it than the one which wo have, mapped out? 

All of this is pure speculatidn, but it cannot be denied that it is logical 
speculation, and we must not shrug it off lightly, jits importance may be in¬ 
creased greatly by"a bit if information which we have,been saving for now. 

Although data is scanty,- it is clear that further'* craters have been 
discovered in the Netherlands. Detadls are available oh at least one of these. 

In his most recent letter to us (lo/ll/63), Mr. Haythornthwaite wrote; "F.S.R. 
^bhe Flying Saucer Review , - November-December 1.96^,-als o reports the Dutch crater 


v* r 
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See Flying Saucer Review , Sopteiriber-October 1963, for det’ailb. 




19 


as being on the. PViowian is.ltiid of. Sohiermonnikoog. It .was square, 12* deep 
and more than 6' across-." To,o muoh weight should not be assignod to this — 
the map wo aro using, heijo is rather crude and not in the' ghbmonio jprojoction 
which is required for exact measurements on the earth's s.urfqcq. -- ‘but as near 
as we can judge a. line drav/n from point A t£ Schiermohnikoog makes a_ 30° angle 
with line AE . If our measurement is accurate-,--.we must extend our pattern onco 
again — this time <to include the Netherlands. 

On the basis <?f this, it is perhaps not too farfetched to say that the 
British orator pattern may be merely a section of a. much larger pattern, and that 
more craters may begin to turn up along all lines forming angles of multiples 
of 15° with line ADF at point This could well inoludo much of Western Eufope. 

However, before we go too far out on a limb, it would bo bost to attempt 
to find confirmation of our more basic deductions. If our conclusions regarding 
the units are correct, we may expect to find other craters at unit divisions 
along line ADF. Moving north from Charlton, we encountor first Worcester; then 
a point about two. miles west of Stockport, then Dufton Foil and Middle Monynut 
Farm, and finally, a.point two miles west of Banchory, Scotland. 

These are the points at which we should make our first attempts to locate 
other craters. But we should not stop there. We should also examine the half- 
unit divisions along this line. Betweon Charlton and Worcester we find a point 
about two milos west of Malmesbury; betwoen Worcester and Stockport is a point 
three miles northwest of Stafford; between Stockport and Dufton Fell is Settle; 
and between Dufton Fell and Middle Monynut Farm is a point five miles northwest 
of Bellingham. All othor half-unit divisions along this line fall ov&r water. 

. To list the half-unit divisions along line AE, beginning at point A; All 
of these fall over water until we reach Spurn Head, over fifty miles south of 
Flamborough Head. The next half-unit point after that falls over water;' the 
next is aliout seven miles oast of Ely; the next is on the coast, five miles 
north of Soutbminster; and the last is almost exactly between Ashford and Dover. -r 

The half-unit divisions along line AB, beginning at point-As Tiio first 
two fall over water;.the next is about four miles north of Balmoral, Scotland; 
tho next is about six.milos north of Perth; the next is about eight miles west 
of Edinburgh; then ccines Sanquhar; tho next three fall over water; the next 
lies about a mile north of Pwllheli, Wales; the next falls over water; the next 
is about two miles northeast of Pembroke, Wales; the next falls over water; and 
the last lies two mile's south of Padstow, England. 

It might oventually prove worthwhile for British UFO investigators to 
check tho above locations for possible craters. 


What does it all mean? What is tho purpose of the formation of these 
strange orators? 

In our opinion, tho most logical answor to this quostion is that they 
represent qn entirely new phase of tho UFO reconnaissance of our planets an 
organized;and systematic study of the soil of Great Britain and possibly other 
places in Western Europe. 

Of course, attempts by UFO's and UFO beings to colloct soil samples are 
hardly novel. In many of tho "little mon” cases, the creatures were observed 
taking specimens of earth, from Brush Creek, California (summer 1953) to 
Valencia, V e nezUola (December 19, 1954). One of the most recent (and alarming 
cases of this nature occurred on August 17, 1962, near Diamantina, Brazil; it 
was ob"served by th'0"'ill-'fa'tod Rivalino da Silva, who was kidnapped by. a UFO 
three days later. 

l \ ' -• V * ' ...... • * '- 
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Fate, June 1963, pp. 26-33. 




Similarly*- the re- has. .iaonjfftr ong evidence in the past that a number of 
oases have occurred in which soil was removod byTUFO's by. purely, mechanical 
moans. We refer here particularly to the famous Olden Moore incidont of -• 
November 6, 1957. After a* UFO was observed to land and take off again in 
a field near-Montvilie, Ohio, the ground was found tp be radioactive. In 
addition.,^ "according to the Clevelan d' Press (Nov. 8), Locke ^Kenneth Locka, 

Lake County Civilian Defense Directojy'' also found...two holes three foot deep. 
'They : wpre not like post holes, an observer said.: they were perfect.* Oho 
assumes fronutbis that the holes wero about six>.inches in diameter,- like pobt 
holes, but had smooth waljLs* as if'earth shiiples had bee,n. removed, wit h a dy- 
lindrical core borer."■'■3 The' description of* these holes beahs a. startling 
resemblance to that of the hole found neai^ Carthage; South; Dakota, in 1955 
(see above). The only difference is, of course, in the dimensions of the holes* 
but, obviously, this point £ £s hardly of great significance. 

The exact mechanism by which the Carthage and Montvilie holes were formed 
is not clear. However, we know of another category of UFO-created holes which 
differ greatly from these. Into this category fall the British craters which 
have been the subject of this article, the craters at Poncey-sui— 1*Ignoh and 
Po di Qnocca, and probably the craters discovered in South Carolina in 1953 
(possibly also the Sayfeville hole* although to Carry away li 800*000 cubic 
yardb of soil would be a big' job even for a UFO). The oraters in thiC category 
were almost definitely formed by the suction Created by UFO force fieldsi 

Although* as. pointed out above, soil samples have often been taken by 
UF0*s in tho. paht, before 1963 this was extremely Sporadic and haphazard* 
almost as.if it were a minor sidelight to which attention was given only whon 
time could be spared from more important projects. It was not until the 
crater epidemic that any pattern was discernible. 

The meaning of this becomes more readily apparent when we consider the 
pattern of UFO activity deduced by Mrs. Coral E. Lorenzen in her excellent 
book The . Great Flying Saucer Hoax (Williarfi-Frederiok, 1962). Mrs. Lorenzen 
points out that in the early years of UFO activity (1947 to mid-1952) there 
was no appe.ront pattern; it seemed that the UFO's were concerned only with 
general observation of Earth. With the Big Flap in 1952, however, the whole 
picture was changed; the UFO's evinced r particular interest in terrestrial 
defenses. The orthotenic discoveries by Michel in regard to the French flap 
of 1954 indicated that a s’i'mi'la'r s'urVey was being- made in Europe . It was 
during the period of 1953-55 that most of the early collection of earth samples, 
rocks, etc. by the "little men" took place. The pattern again shifted abruptly 
in the fall of 1957, when the sudden eruption of electro-magnetic cases in 
the United ; States added what the late Captain E.J. Ruppelt called "a whole new 
dimension to the UFO investigation."^ The -American cases seemed innocuous 
enough -- mainly involving stalled automobiles and similar incidents — but 
there were a number of foreign reports which v.oro, to say the least, rather 
sinister. These latter cases were capably analyzed by Dr. Olavo T. Fontes, 

Rio de Janeiro physician and. crack UFO researcher', whose thesis it was that 
UFO's are, hostile. His highly controversial interpretation of them was that 
they were weapon tests by tho UFO's, possibly in preparation for an approaching 
D-day. In I960, Dr. Fontes documented an orthotenic survey which had taken 
place in northeastern Brazil on May 13 of that year, which he considered a 
study for the purpose of gathering data for future UFO mass landings, the 
beginning of art invasion of -Earth. More than a year later, UFO landings’- 
and "little men" reports, which had been more or less dormarffey began to—pick- 


13 

Appendix to Flying Saucers and the Straight-Line M7story , p. 253. 
l^Maney and Hall, The Challenge of Unidontified Flying Objects (Washington, 1961) 
p. 70. Appendix E of this excellent volume contains the complete NICAP 
Subcommittee report on olectro-magnetic effects, prepared in June 1960. 
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up, and increased through 1962. They reached their peak late that year, 
mainly in South America bub also to some extent in the United States (as witness 
the Oradell, Now Jersey, sightings of September). These fell off in early 
1963, and, from then until the summer, what sightings thoro were were rather 
humdrum. 

Then came the British crater epidemic — the latest major UFO pattern 
change to date. For the first time, the primary concern of the UFO's was with 
soil samples. What had previously been a mere routine interest sudden3y became 
a project of the highest priority. A whole new phase had begun. 

This phase may be interpreted as being ominous. "The little men," wrote 
Mrs. Lorenzen (p. 49), referring to the collection of earth samples in 1954, 
"were interested in earth crops and soil probably in their usefulness to their 
plans. I envision a huge laboratory somewhere in space in which experiments 
involving the adaptability of other types of plant life to earth soil are being 
carried out. What are their plans? They may intend to establish a base on 
earth, and if the visitors intend to bring along thoir own agriculture they 
plan to stay a long while." 

If wo evaluate the British craters in the light of Mrs. Lorenzen's hy¬ 
pothesis, the results are clearly more than a little frightening. But we must 
beware of letting our n&tural fear of the unknown run away with us. Cogent 
as these hypothetical reconstructions of the UFO beings' purpose may be, 
we should remember that they are more hypotheses, and that the facts are 
subjeot to other and more optimistic interpretations, (indoed, it is note¬ 
worthy that most of the case for UFO hostility rests upon pure hypothesis.) 

On the other hand, we must not permit these considerations to lull us into 
a false sense of security, leaving us vulnerable to a possible invasion from 
space. 

However they are interpreted, the crater reports bring homo once again 
the importance of the UFO situation, and the need for thorough, meticulous, 
scientific study of it. We must not procrastinate — we must get to work on 
it — NOV/, 


FAMED AUTHOR, NATURALIST JOINS NJAAP PANEL 


In order that NJA/iP may have tho opinions of highly qualified persons in 
studying and evaluating UFO data, we are forming a Panel of Special Advisors 
to help us. Although we wish to include one or two top-notch UFO investigators, 
we hope for the Panel to mainly consist of persons whose specialties lie in 
such fields as physics, meteorology, olectronics, and other scientific areas. 
Membership on our Panol, therefore, does not necessarily imply endorsement of 
our opinions on the UFO situation , even to the extent of belief or disbelief in 
the reality of UFO's. We will individually give the opinions of each Advisor. 

We are honored to have on our Panel the famed author and naturalist Ivan 
T. Sanderson. Mr. Sanderson is a graduato of Eton, Cambridge, and the University 
of London, holding a B.A. degroe in Zoology, Geology, and Botany. He is a 
Fellow of the Linnean Society of London, the Royal Geographical Society of 
London, and the Zoological Socioty of London. He has traveled all over the 
world, made frequent regular appearances on radio and television, and has 
authored sixteen books on zoology and related fields. Mr. Sanderson is present¬ 
ly tho Science Editor for Chilton Books, Philadelphia. 

Mr. Sanderson's opinion on UFO's is that, while many UFO's are extra¬ 
terrestrial vehicles, "UFO" covers a largely heterogeneous group of objects 
and phenomena, as diverse as the life forms found in the North Atlantic. 

NJArtP is indeed fortunate to have tho aid of Mr. Sanderson. 












